New to Homeschooling
The Beginning of the Home Education Journey

When you’re new to homeschooling, it’s normal to have an abundance of questions, especially before
your family makes the big transition. Being well informed with the facts is the best way to begin the
journey.

Even though it’s common to send children to public school at a certain age, many parents don’t
completely understand how the educational system works.

The lack of knowledge regarding home education means families don’t even realize there’s an effective
and viable alternative available. So, children are being sent to school as a default despite the ongoing
research that proves there’s another way to achieve academic success.
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HISTORY OF HOMESCHOOLING
Prior to the 19th century, home education was common practice until the compulsory laws were
set in place. By the 1960s and 1970s educational reformists and academics were dissatisfied with
industrialized education and started looking for a better way for children. They believed the public
school system was authoritarian, competitive, and unlikely to change; so, “free schools” were
established. These small schools were child-centred and run democratically. However, the schools
evolved into alternative schools with much of the same challenges. Some families saw this as a step in
the wrong direction, so they chose to teach their children at home instead.
Throughout the years many academics started looking at learning research and eventually blazed the
trail for modern day home education. American educational professionals, Raymond and Dorothy
Moore, researched the academic validity of the Early Childhood Education movement. Former school
teacher, John Holt, wrote “Teach Your Own” in 1981 and it quickly became the authority of the
early homeschooling movement. John Taylor Gatto was also a former teacher who became a strong
advocate for homeschooling and wrote several benchmark books on the subject. In addition, Wendy
Priesnitz founded the Canadian Alliance of Homeschoolers and also authored numerous highly
acclaimed books.
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SOLID RESEARCH
In 2015, research from the Fraser Institute reported that homeschool graduates had higher post
secondary grades than their peers. And, in Canada, home educated students were more likely to
complete a doctorate, professional degree or work in a managerial occupation. The possibilities are
endless when we take the limitations off of our children’s learning potential.
https://cche.ca/the-fraser-institute-publishes-on-the-subject-of-homeschooling-in-canada/
https://www.fraserinstitute.org/blogs/homeschooling-in-canada-continues-to-grow

Children are unique and their education should be too.

You have the opportunity to be your child’s primary educator so they can flourish beyond the four
walls of a traditional school. There is a variety of resources available to your family as you begin this
journey. THE HOME SCHOOL LEGAL DEFENCE ASSOCIATION OF CANADA (HSLDA
Canada) stays up-to-date with the latest homeschool developments throughout the country. HSLDA
keeps their members well informed and provides easy access to home education related materials. For
example, members can download the required provincial and territorial homeschool forms to simplify
the notification process. If you’re just getting started, HSLDA will provide the help you need for every
step of the journey. HSLDA memberships also include: an experienced homeschool member services
team, legal advice, insurance for group activities...and so much more!

Join thousands of Canadian families that have
the peace of mind that comes with
homeschooling with HSLDA.
Becoming a member is quick and easy:
hslda.ca/membership/

If you haven’t already, be sure to check out
the FAQ section that includes
over 25 homeschool related questions
and answers to help you at:

HOMESCHOOL.
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