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YOU’VE DECIDED TO HOMESCHOOL:
STARTING OUT RIGHT

Whether you made the decision to homeschool in your child’s preschool, elementary, or secondary years, there
is much to consider and it may feel like you are jumping out of an airplane. Here are a few things you can do to
ensure a safe landing:

Understand Provincial Requirements

Homeschooling is legal across Canada, but the laws in each
province and territory differ, so be sure to inform yourself of
your rights and responsibilities. Even if you think you know
the legal requirements, it is best to verify these because laws
and policies can change. The Home School Legal Defence
Association of Canada (HSLDA Canada) stays abreast of
changes throughout the country and keep their members
informed. They also have free downloads of required provincial
and territorial homeschool forms to simplify the process. You
can obtain a summary of the laws in your jurisdiction if you
have a membership with HSLDA Canada.

Establish Your Goals

One important aspect, especially in a society of twoincome families, is that homeschooling is home-based
and is ultimately the parents’ responsibility. Therefore,
to keep or bring one parent home to be the primary
teacher can require some juggling of finances and
schedules. Choices will have to be made, and priorities
set. Many families take one year at a time, re-evaluating
their circumstances at the end of every year. Writing out
your reasons for homeschooling at the beginning of the
year can be helpful in this re-evaluation process so you
can see if your goals are met and to encourage you in
your pursuit of your family’s priorities.
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Connect with Other Homeschoolers
It is vital to connect with other homeschoolers. Being a part of a large organization such as HSLDA is beneficial
not only to keep current with legal requirements, but also for information, support, and even insurance for your
group activities. However, joining a smaller, more intimate group as well, such as a support group or co-op
will help you fine-tune your homeschool. There you will find group outings, creative activities, encouragement
from other parents, a safe place to laugh and cry about your victories and challenges, and an outlet to share
resources. Provincial associations can be another important point of connection, most notably the incredible
home education conferences they organize.

Connect with
Other
Homeschoolers

Small Group
(i.e.: support group
or co-op)

Provincial
association
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Homeschool Associations
National
HSLDA CANADA

Provincial
BRITISH COLUMBIA

BCHEA

ALBERTA

AHEA

SASKATCHEWAN

SHBE

MANITOBA

MACHS

MASH

ONTARIO

OCHEC

OFTP

QUÉBEC

ACPEQ

AQED

NEW BRUNSWICK

HENB

NOVA SCOTIA

HEMS

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR

NSHEA

PEICHE
CHEA

T.E.A.C.H. Avalon

Homeschool Canada has a list of groups across Canada. Click here for more info.

Choose Your Curriculum

Conferences and support groups are an ideal place to ask about, compare and shop for curriculum. What is
effective for one family is not necessarily effective for another, so you will want to do your own research. In a sea
of choices, it helps to determine what education method would work best for you and your child. Homeschool
curriculum providers, such as The Learning House, Homeschool Canada, and Tree of Life have excellent book and
curriculum reviews on their websites.
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Enjoy the Journey

No matter what curriculum or method you choose, every family’s homeschool looks a little different. This is part
of what makes homeschooling so beautiful and effective. Keep focused on your family’s needs and priorities,
re-adjust as needed, and keep connected with the homeschool community. HSLDA Canada, the only national
homeschool association, and Provincial Associations are there to help you every step of the way, and answer your
questions so you can relax and enjoy the adventure.
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